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1. built pedagogy

The form of this departmental build-
ing emerged from the concept of 
urban ‚repair‘ - in this case concern-
ing the redefi nition of street edge and 
interior space - in combination with 
a carefully considered relationship 
with a neighbouring listed Victorian 
hospital. The building combines 
three wings for the departments of 
law, English and history, each wing 
responding to the scale of its imme-
diate surroundings. 

sauerbruch hutton
Federal Environmental Agency 
The location of the instititon in a former 
industrial area was selected to dem-
onstrate the possibilities (and chal-
lenges) presented by a brownfi eld site. 
Contaminated land has been treated, and 
both a small existing railway station and 
a former gas appliance factory were inte-
grated into the complex. The overall form 
of the new building was designed such 
that a large portion of the site remains 
accessible to the citizens of Dessau as a 
public park. The new building is entered 
via the “Forum”, a crescent-shaped space 
that draws the park into the building and 
acts as a link between the public areas, 
including a library and a lecture hall. 
The offi ces are then accessed through 
a landscaped, covered atrium, around 
which the various departments of the 
Agency are arranged. 

sauerbruch hutton GSW Headquarters Berlin
This project forms the extension to an offi ce tower which was one 
of the fi rst projects to be built during the reconstruction of Berlin 
in the 1950s. The design of the high-rise slab is generated by a 
concern for the workplace in the city, and by a commitment to 
an architecture that is economical with the (built and natural) 
resources of the environment. This building not only offers an 
exemplary working environment in its passive control of energy 
consumption, but at the same time it redefi nes an architecture in 
which the value of sensuous space is reassessed.

“Planning and building are always a projection into the future, and one of the roles of 
architecture is to take away the fear of this future: not with tranquilising, nostalgic sce-
narios, but with conscious optimism and intelligence”.   Matthias Sauerbruch

Sauerbruch Hutton is a leading architectural practice founded twenty years ago in 
London by Matthias Sauerbruch and Louisa Hutton. A second location was opened in 
Berlin in 1993, where a team of 90 people operate today. The office provides full archi-
tectural, master planning, and interior design services for public and private clients. 
Our partner, NH Architecture, is a well respected Melbourne practice with a proven 
track record of designing and delivering a diverse range of project, including civic and 
institutional projects and environmentally lower-impact buildings. 

Sauerbruch Hutton and NH Architecture have established a working relationship over 
recent years. Developed through a number of design workshops held together in both 
their Berlin and Melbourne studios respectively, the two studios share a concurrent 
approach to architecture and have a practical and operating working relationship.

sauerbruch hutton
Jessop West University of Sheffi eld
Sauerbruch Hutton Architects’ recently com-
pleted Jessop West Building for the University of 
Sheffi eld’s English, History and Law departments 
has allowed the practice to bring its concerns for 
a convincing public realm, compelling and func-
tional building form, and innovative sustainable 
principles into an educational building.  This proj-
ect also relied on a highly collaborative approach 
and international experience to effectively man-
age the architectural quality through a range of 
procurement routes - the success of which has 
been recognised by recent shortlisting for the 
2009 RIBA Awards.

The Jessop West Building demonstrates relevant 
and recent experience on working within an inter-
national design team, educational programming, 
energy effi cient and contextually sensitive build-
ing design and innovative construction delivery 
methods. This experience can be brought  to the 
new Faculty of Architecture, Building and Plan-
ning for the University of Melbourne

SH/NH berlin workshop: Hamish Lyon and Matthias Sauerbruch
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2. the academic environment

sauerbruch hutton Jessop West University of Sheffi eld
The decisive fi gure of the three wings originates from the desire to allow distinct identi-
ties for each of the departments within a centralised building. This notion is supported 
by the colour treatment of the façades as well as that of the interior, such as the corridor 
walls.
On the ground fl oor the Visitor Centre lies at the centre of gravity of both the building and 
the site and as such is clearly visible and easily accessible from both adjacent streets 
with the café and exhibition area located on the western and eastern sides respectively, 
animating the public realm.
On all upper levels the ‘Hub’ forms the heart of the building, particularly on level one, 
where it functions as the private foyer to the departments that have their receptions on 
this fl oor. The idea of the communal space in the Hub is to encourage synergy between 
the departments: there is space to wait and chat as well as the potential of the meeting 
room on every fl oor. To allow this generosity of communal space the accommodation of 
the various departments was planned very effi ciently.

sauerbruch hutton 

Experimental Factory Magdeburg
This is a research institution for a whole range of 
fi elds, including the methods and processes of 
production and the technology of coatings. The 
building consists of a compact combination of 
three volumes. Along the street there is a fi ve-
storey structure for offi ce and laboratory use. The 
middle building, used for large-scale experiments, 
is a single-storey hall 8.5m high that is completely 
separated from the main structure. These hetero-
geneous elements of the programme are wrapped 
into a single complex by a large “blanket” in orange, 
pink and silver stripes. The extruded form of the 
building takes account of the factory’s position in 
between a busy four-lane road and the campus 
on the one hand, and between an existing and a 
future institute on the other. 

NH Architecture
Monash Village, Caufi eld Cam-
pus, Melbourne
The Monash Village project is a 
collection of six new buildings 
located at Monash University’s 
Caufi eld campus. These build-
ings will house student apart-
ments, commercial offi ce space, 
educational facilities, retail 
tenancies, a supermarket, and 
car parking. The open space 
between the buildings is com-
prised of a new north-south pe-
destrian street with lanes feed-
ing into it from the existing retail 
strip to the west and the uni-
versity campus to the east. The 
plan links into and reinforces 
the local streets, campus path-
ways and connections to public 
transport.

“A building ought to be able to react intelligently to the needs of its occupants, but the occupants ought to learn to under-
stand the building, too.”  Matthias Sauerbruch

Both Matthias Sauerbruch and Louisa Hutton have taught, lectured, listened and learnt in architecture schools for 
over twenty years, from the AA School in London, to the Technical University in Berlin and more recently at the Har-
vard University Graduate School of Design. Their first hand experience and knowledge can bring to The University of 
Melbourne’s new Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning a global perspective as design thinkers and genuine 
participants.

Allied to these experiences, the practice of Sauerbruch Hutton has designed a range of educational and research faci-
lities which demonstrate an acute sensitivity to the qualities of space, form and materiality. 

In the Melbourne context, NH Architecture has concurrently been investigating a range of student, academic and so-
cial spaces for the Monash Village project. The proposed campus of university buildings explores the wider dimension 
and diversity of contemporary student life beyond the single confine of the classroom.

sauerbruch hutton jessop west, communal space  
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3. the design studio

sauerbruch hutton
School of Design Development, Hong Kong

An extremely fl exible building with a deep 
plan and high ceilings with light penetration 
well into the fl oor plate allows for many in-
ternal fi t-out variations. The principal accom-
modation can be split into two types of space: 
double storey clear height studios and large 
open plan offi ce/research areas and single 
storey high offi ce / meeting and cellular ac-
commodation which is organized as perimeter 
‘shelves’ to the east and west, enabling high 
‘clerestory’ light to the studios. 

The podium level plan is based on the concept 
of one continuous space and offers a similar 
openness and fl exibility as the studio levels.  
The large central spans mean there are gen-
erous columnfree zones with unbroken views 
from one space to another. Considerable cu-
ratorial freedom is therefore offered for the 
principle exhibition and museum spaces and 
the communal entrance space can be equally 
used for exibiting work and hosting events. 

NH Architecture  Melbourne Convention Centre
The lecture halls and design studio space in the new building for the Faculty of Architecture Building and 
Planning has an established precedent in NHArchitecture’s recently completed Melbourne Convention 
Centre. It is a project which encompasses a global understanding of the types of spaces which encourage 
the exchange of ideas and can adapt to a wide range of seminar and conference platforms.
The architectural impact is revealed in the project’s capacity to quickly transform from being able to host 
large scale conferences to smaller workshops. The central auditorium (5,000 seats) has been designed with 
the ability to subdivide into three separate halls each able to accommodate simultaneous events – acousti-
cally and functionally. The large span operable walls which divide the auditorium are the most advanced in 
the world and must perform at the highest acoustic level.
Similarly the meeting room and seminar spaces within the complex also incorporate the latest thinking in 
fl exible infrastructure and technology, allowing each space to be reconfi gured into multiple arrangements.

nh architecture melbourne convention centre , entrance

sauerbruch hutton school of design development, studio level view

“Teaching is, in one sense, something like a social duty; you want to make the effort to pass on what you yourself 
have been given by others. For real teaching (and I don’t mean the mechanical repetition of unchanging “specialist 
knowledge”) is a generous gift – and by the way, one you can receive not only in a university, but also when working in 
a practice. The teacher passes on to others the sum of his or her (usually hard-won) experience, only to find him or 
herself in competition with former pupils a short time afterwards.”  Matthias Sauerbruch

The new project for the Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning will finally release future students from the 
tyranny of the design studios in the existing building which have, (as the brief suggests), reached the “end of their 
serviceable life.” 

Recent examples at the newly established Monash University architecture school and RMIT University’s new “off-
campus” design studio annex have reopened the debate on the nature of design studios - how big, how small, how 
flexible?

This project has the opportunity to blend the experience of an international perspective with the understanding 
and knowledge of a Melbourne practice embedded in the local network of ideas.  
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4. the living building

sauerbruch hutton
Federal Environmental Agency Dessau
In 2005, Sauerbruch Hutton completed the  40,000m² 
Offi ces for the Federal Environmental Agency, a com-
pelling case study for sustainable building. In particu-
lar, it benefi ts from the use of a large geothermal heat 
exchange system and solar panels. Building materials 
were chosen according to their ecological suitability, 
the most visible element being a panel façade made 
entirely of timber, which is prototypical for Germany. 
Active and passive strategies for the reduction of 
energy consumption and carbon dioxide production 
were realized in an architecture that combines spatial 
and material economy with a deliberate stimulation 
of the senses. The new building combines a compact 
volume and a high degree of thermal insulation with 
strategies of intelligent engineering and the use of 
renewable energy sources. 
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1. minimised heat loss at the outer skin a. compact building shape and formation of the Atrium as a thermal buffer zone
b. heat insulation with a low u-value

2. minimised ventilation heat losses a. high building air-tightness
b. waste heat recovery
c. pre-heating of winter supply air through the geothermal heat exchange system

3. optimised heat protection a. pre-cooling of fresh air via earth canals
b. exterior sun protection in the triple glazing
c. effective interior shading in the glazed roof surfaces
d. night cooling with fresh air using thermal storage capacity of the primary construction

4. maximised passive solar energy use a. fl exible sun protection in front of the offi ce spaces (deep penetration of winter sunshine into the rooms)
b. use of active solar energy by means of thermal solar collectors
c. photovoltaic system

5. climate control by using the Atrium a. offi ces opening to the Atrium: natural ventilation through the window openings and exhaust air fed via over-cur-
rent elements into the Atrium by means of natural convection
b. offi ces on the exterior: exhaust air fed via overcurrent elements into the Atrium by means of natural convection

6. optimised use of daylight a. a relatively narrow building plan
b. an optimised amount of glazing 
c. daylight guided into the interior, in part through the use of refl ecting surfaces

7. additional ecological measures a. use of biomass power plant
b. use of recycling materials and ecological, biodegradable, re-usable building materials
c. roof planting

NH Architecture  The Melbourne Convention Centre
Located on the banks of the Yarra River in inner city Melbourne is the city’s brand new convention centre, one 
of the most impressive architectural and environmentally sound buildings in Australia and the fi rst and only 
“6 Star Green Star” convention centre in the world.
The achievement of a “6 Star Green Star” environmental rating is based on a mix of initiatives that create a 
natural environment, reducing overall energy use and using minimal non-renewable sources.

NH Architecture melbourne convention centre

“One phenomenon of our age’s culture that cries out to be physically manifested, since it is 
so present in everyone’s consciousness, is without doubt our interest in sustainability and 
ecology. This interest stems from a concern about the wasteful and careless treatment of 
the natural environment, as well as a worry about the survival of the planet and its popula-
tion.”  Matthias Sauerbruch

Sauerbruch Hutton has been at the vanguard of the debate on sustainable architecture 
beginning with their design for the GSW tower in Berlin. Their applied research and built 
outcomes have consistently explored a considered proposition, combining environmen-
tal science with the search for a contemporary language for sustainable architecture. 
They continue to set the global benchmark and see the proposed new Faculty project as 
an opportunity to participate in a demonstration project for sustainable architecture.

Similarly NH Architecture shares this aspiration within the Australian context and was 
awarded the 2008 National Award for sustainable Architecture

NHArchitecture  RSPCA
The new RSPCA redeveloped facility was awarded the 2008 Australian Institute of Architects National award 
for sustainable architecture. This building is a model of excellence in animal care, providing an exemplary 
experience for users and visitors alike. 
The fi rst stage of the redevelopment recently completed is fi ve buildings housing 200 quarantine dog ken-
nels. 
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5. capability and process

sauerbruch hutton   client references

University of Sheffi eld
Neil Cameron 
Director of Estates 
45 Victoria Street 
Sheffi eld S37QB Great Britain
tel.  +44 (0) 114 222 9200

Federal Environmental Agency
Dr. Thomas Holzmann
Umweltbundesamt Berlin
Bismarckplatz1 14193 Berlin
tel. +49 (30) 8903 2218

NH Architecture   registration details

-Architect and Building Practitioner Registration Details: C50825
-Australian Institute of Architects Registration Number: 26996

client reference
Melbourne Convention Centre 
John O’Rourke
Principal, Plenary Group Pty Ltd
Level 29, 140 William Street
Melbourne VIC 3000
Telephone: +61 3 8888 7700
Mobile: +61 413 480 948
Email: john-b.orourke@plenarygroup.com.au

sauerbruch hutton

support/admin

principal
Matthias Sauerbruch

partner in charge
Juan Lucas Young

quality manager
Jürgen Bartenschlag

it & communication
Konrad Opitz

offi ce manager
Karine Stigt

design implementation

NH Architecture 

project manager
Tom Mival

design coordinator
David Wegener

project director
Andy Gentry

sen. project architect
Paul Evans

principal in charge
Hamish Lyon

project architect
Wilko Doehring

principal 
Lyndon Hayward

architectural team

ass. project manager
Mareike Lamm

principal
Louisa Hutton

project organisation“There is no question that architecture is an art form – but architects are not artists (or at least not only artists). 
Working in the service of clients, they bring their artistic skills to bear on the project in such a way that in the end 
one has a beautiful building which contributes so positively to its environment that its presence is a definite plus. 
Ideally the problems have been solved so well – both those of the client or user and those of the urban situation 
– that in the end one is unaware of what they may have been in the first place.”   Louisa Hutton

Sauerbruch Hutton and NH Architecture have formed a team in response to the Faculty’s aspirations for a 
“once-in-a-lifetime” opportunity and a project of “international architectural merit,” whilst also acknowledging 
the complex issues of delivering an ambitious project in the local context.

Sauerbruch Hutton and NH Architecture have developed a close working relationship through a number of con-
tinuing professional connections and can offer a mix of international and local skill.  Both practices have con-
fronted and resolved the dilemmas inherent in the global exchange of ideas and the translation of design and 
documentation in dual studios.  This team can confidently say it has an established joint-working model which 
has enlivened both studios.

sauerbruch hutton
sauerbruch hutton will provide the design leadership for the project. They will engage with the Faculty, its 
relevant stakeholders and the broader University community to develop the central themes of the project 
brief and be the centre-point for ideas, workshops and reviews.

Matthias Sauerbruch and Louisa Hutton will be the Design Principals and be supported by Juan Lucas 
Young in the Berlin studio.  

NH Architecture
NH Architecture will provide the conduit for local context through the life of the project from the early 
design debates to the long term delivery of the project. Over the last decade NH Architecture has been at 
the centre of Melbourne’s major construction program. The studio has been responsible for the delivery of 
major projects including the award winning QV, Melbourne Central, 50 Lonsdale Street, the Myer Depart-
ment store and the new Melbourne Convention Centre. 

Lyndon Hayward will act as the Project Principal in the Melbourne studio.  Lyndon is the most respected 
major project leader in Melbourne with over two decades of “delivering” in the complex and robust process 
of documentation and construction.

Hamish Lyon will be the Principal responsible for providing the overlap between the joint practices and be 
the daily point of contact for the faculty and broader University community. Hamish will work in association 
with Andy Gentry who will act as the Project Architect supervising the detailed delivery of the poject through 
its various stages. 
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6. merit

  sauerbruch hutton  awards    

 2003 Fritz Schumacher Prize for Architecture
 1998 Erich Schelling Prize for Architecture

 Federal Environmental Agency Dessau 
 2009  DGNB-Certificate, Gold
 2007 Zumtobel Group Award, Honorable Mention
  Mies van der Rohe Award, Selected Work
 2006 RIBA Award
  Balthasar Neumann Prize, Special Mention
  Holzbaupreis
 2005 Deutscher Architekturpreis, High Commendation

 Fire and Police Station for theGovernment District Berlin 
 2006 Architekturpreis Berlin, High Commendation
 2005 RIBA Award 
  AIA Award 

 Town Hall Hennigsdorf
 2005 Mies van der Rohe Award, Selected Work
 2004 RIBA Award 

 Pharmacological Research Laboratories Biberach 
 2005 BDA Auszeichnung Guter Bauten
 High Commendation
 2004 Best of Europe - Colour, Special Mention
 2003 RIBA Award

“There’s something else that has to be understood clearly: a great number of people play a part in the success of 
an architectural design, not just a lone architect sketching an idea on paper with a thick pencil, but a client open to 
new ideas, a banker who takes an interest, a bureaucrat who uses his brain, a craftsman who has standards, and a 
user who respects the design. They all contribute to the success of a building, which is not something that comes 
as soon as construction work is complete, but rather evolves over the years that follow.”  Matthias Sauerbruch

Sauerbruch Hutton is recognised as an architectural practice with an international reputation and supported by 
a portfolio of work across the world.  Their studio has developed a critical position in the midst of contemporary 
urbanism and is leading the agenda on environmental and sustainable architecture.

Both Matthias Sauerbruch and Louisa Hutton have written and taught over many years, their publications influen-
cing a second generation of followers.

Within the Melbourne context NH Architecture has established themselves as a dynamic participant in the debate 
on the role of the public collective in the formation of contemporary public/private architecture. Their work covers a 
wide range of building typologies and scales.

 Experimental Factory Magdeburg  
 2002 World Architecture Awards, 
  High Commendation
  Architekturpreis Metalldächer und -fassaden
  RIBA Award

 GSW Headquarters Berlin 
 2003 Bauphysikpreis
  Benedictus Award
 2001 Mies van der Rohe Award, Finalist
  Deutscher Architekturpreis, Special Mention
  World Architecture Awards, shortlisted
  Architekturpreis Beton, Special Mention
  Deutscher Fassadenpreis VHF 
 2000 Architekturpreis BDA Berlin
  ar+d Award, High Commendation
  RIBA Award and shortlisted for Stirling Prize

 Photonic Centre Berlin 
 1999 ar+d Award
  RIBA Award
  Deutscher Architekturpreis, 
  High Commendation
  Aluminium Imagination Architectural Award
  Architekturpreis Beton
 1998 Architekturpreis BDA Berlin, Special Mention
  Architekturpreis der WestHyp Stiftung für
   vorbildliche Gewerbebauten
  Constructec-Preis für Industriearchitektur
  AIA London/UK Excellence in Design Award, 
  High Commendation

sauerbruch hutton archive
Lars Müller Publishers, Baden 2006

extensive monograph with numerous project descriptions,
essays by Matthias Sauerbruch and Louisa Hutton
344 pages, 24 x 30 cm, hardcover
English / German
ISBN 3-03778-083-5

EL croquis 114 [1] sauerbruch hutton architects 1997-2003
EL croquis editorial, Madrid 2003

with essay by Aaron Betsky and interview
132 pages, 24 x 34 cm, paperback
Spanisch / English
ISSN 0212-5683

For the complete list of selected publications and other information please visit our websites:

http://www.sauerbruchhutton.com
http://www.nharchitecture.net

publications:
http://www.sauerbruchhutton.de/pdf/sh_publications.pdf
http://www.nharchitecture.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=64&Itemid=103

NH Architecture   awards

RSPCA Headquarters, Burwood East
2008 Australian Institute of Architects – 
 National Architecture Awards
 -Award for Sustainable Architecture
 Australian Institwute of Architects – 
 Victorian Architecture Awards
 -Award for Sustainable Architecture

Sylvia Park Shopping Centre 
2008 NZIA Commercial and Industrial Award
 -Resene Colour Award

The Melbourne Convention Centre (Joint venture 
architects Woods Bagot and NHArchitecture)
2008 ASI Steel Awards – Victoria & Tasmania
 -Steel Detailers Award

QV
2005 RAIA – Victorian Architecture Awards
 -The Melbourne Prize
2004 RAIA – Victorian Architecture Awards
 -Architecture Award
 -Urban Design Award
 PIA Australia Award for Urban Design
 -Urban Development Award


